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862 Geographical Literature and Maps 

Arctic 

Lost in the Arctic. Being the Story of the ' ' Alabama ' ' Expedition, 
1909-1912. By Ejnar Mikkelsen. xviii and 400 pp. Map, ills., index. 
George H. Doran Co., New York, 1913. $5. 10 x 7. 

Mikkelsen 's expedition to Northeast Greenland was undertaken in the hope 
of recovering the diaries and detailed maps which were lost when Captain 
Mylius Ericksen and Lieut. Hagen perished after their heroic and successful 
efforts to complete the surveys of the Greenland coast. To the heroism of the 
Eskimo Bronlund, the third member of the party," the world owes a debt of 
gratitude; for he carried the sketch maps of Lieut. Hagen and his own diary 
(in the Eskimo language) to a point where his body was certain to be ulti- 
mately found. The last entry in his diary (this in Danish) merits a place 
beside that of Captain Scott. He wrote, "I arrived here in waning moonlight 
and could not go further for frozen feet and darkness." 

Mikkelsen 's expedition was in no sense a scientific one in itself, and it 
consisted of but seven men in a 40-ton sloop. His great sledging expedition 
with the engineer Iversen across the inland ice of the Northeast Foreland of 
Greenland to Danmarksfjord and back around the coast to Shannon Island, 
made, as it was, with an insufficient outfit and in spite of almost continuous 
fierce blizzards, is certainly one of the most dare-devil achievements in the 
whole history of polar exploration, and his narrative is not surpassed in 
thrilling interest by any with which we are familiar. The last 100 miles was 
made by the two starving men after their supplies had been entirely exhausted 
and the last dog eaten. 

They returned to find that the ship had foundered and that the remainder 
of the party had returned to Denmark, so that the two explorers were com- 
pelled to pass the winter alone in the hut and even another winter before they 
were finally rescued by a sealing vessel. 

Although the maps and diaries of Ericksen and Hagen were not recovered, 
two messages of the lost leader were found in his cairns. One of these con- 
tained the important information that Peary Channel, between Peary Land 
and the mainland of Northeast Greenland, instead of being a channel, as Peary 
had supposed, is closed, and its name was therefore changed to Independence 
Fjord. An excellent map and many fine photographs accompany the volume. 

Wm. Herbert Hobbs. 

THE WORLD AND PARTS OF IT 

Mittelmeerbilder. Gesammelte Abhandlungen zur Kunde der Mittelmeer- 
lander. Von Dr. Theobald Fischer. 2. Auflage besorgt von Dr. Alfred 
Eiihl. v and 472 pp. Index. B. G. Teubner, Leipzig, 1913. Mk. 7. 
8x5%. 
The late Prof. Theobald Fischer of the University of Marburg was all his 
life a specialist in the geography of the Mediterranean. The present volume 
appeared in its first edition in 1905, a revision under his own editorial direction 
of papers which in the course of a third of a century he had contributed to 
various journals and transactions of learned societies. He had in preparation 
a revision of the work, additions and corrections of earlier opinions, much of 
it in manuscript ready for print at the time of his death. In editing this 
second edition after Fischer's death Dr. Eiihl was restricted by his publisher 
to the space limit of the first edition. It results that this is mostly a reprint, 
the principal new matter being a study of Mallorca and a discussion of Morocco 
in relation to Germany, and to make room for these it was necessary to omit 
certain chapters of earlier material. The volume is largely a work of descrip- 
tive geography, economic agriculture and political history occupying a large 
place in the author's scheme. In these two particulars the region is split into 
two great districts by the Mediterranean itself, the southern shore is the 
desert, the northern is under tilth, the southern is Semitic culture, the northern 
is Aryan. But there has always been from the beginning commerce between 
the two shores, commerce of peace and commerce of war, and in the events of 
the present he sees but the continuity of the exchanges of the past. 



